
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

BEAUTIFICATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 4:00 pm 

City Council Chambers – 300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 

 
MEETING AGENDA: 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 

A. Video from museum of Monarch tagging 

Reference: Jean Anton  

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. November 18, 2014 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
(Comments from the audience will not receive Commission action.  Comments must deal with matters subject 

to the jurisdiction of the Commission and will be limited to three minutes.  Whenever possible, letters should 

be submitted to the Commission in advance of the meeting.) 

 

5. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

 

6. PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

7. REPORTS – INFORMATION ONLY 

 

A. Tree Replants out of compliance 

Reference: Jessica Kahn 

B. PG in Bloom 

Reference: Casey Lucius 

C. Tree Ordinance to Council Update 

Reference: Jean Anton  

 

8. COMMISIONER’S REPORTS 

 

9. STAFF REPORTS 

 

10. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting is open to the public and all interested persons are welcome to attend. The City of Pacific Grove does not discriminate 

against individuals with disabilities and meetings are held in accessible facilities. A limited number of devices are available to assist 

those who are hearing-impaired. If you would like to use one of these devices, please contact the Community Development 

Department at (831) 648-3183. 

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 
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DRAFT MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Beautification & Natural Resources Commission
DATE & TIME:  Tuesday, November 18th, 2014, 4:00 P.M.
LOCATION:  Council Chambers
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jean Anton, (C) Mary Flaig, (VC, S) Thom Akeman, Frances Grate, Kelly Terry, 

Dolores Mollring
STAFF PRESENT: Laurel O’Halloran, Daniel Gho
COUNCIL LIAISON:  Casey Lucius, unable to attend due to sick child

AGENDA:
1. CALL TO ORDER (02:42)  Chair Anton called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2:50) Terry moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Flaig seconded.  
Minutes approved unanimously.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (4:08)  Sally Moore:  Observed the Monarch tagging Sunday (11/16).  Fascinating 
process.  Noted a surprising number of tourists for 7:30 AM.  Wonders if docents could be scheduled earlier 
in the day than the current 12-3PM schedule.  Anton:  A video was made of the tagging project and it will 
be shown at the next BNRC meeting.  Cosmo Bua:  Has heard unofficial estimates of as many as 26,000 
Monarchs.  Wonders if that’s correct.  Grate:  Believes the count to be ~7,000.  

4. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT   Casey Lucius - not present

5. PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (6:21) Mary Flaig for doing the minutes.

6.      REPORTS - INFORMATION ONLY (7:01)

A. Work Document Draft
Reference:  Jean Anton
Comments:  Grate - Appreciates the wrap-up of the year’s work while preserving the sense of the 
work as a continuum.  Mollring:  Would like to know more about the disposal company mentioned 
under recycling.  Dan Gho:  New company will begin providing service 8/2015.   Akeman:  Water is 
probably going to be important topic for 2015.  Not sure how the commission can address the issue.  
And, on behalf of BayNet, thanks commission for its support.  

Public Comment:  Sally Moore - 1. Need to update 1253 Seaview to reflect council decision on the 
appeal.  2. Number of trash can lids provided by Public Works?  Dan Gho:  Have made 27 trash can 
lids.  Waiting to distribute them until the new Downtown Plan is developed further.  Downtown needs 
better containers for recycling.  The current cement receptacles with the new lids will be placed in 
parks and at shoreline turnouts.  Grate:  Cement containers were chosen years ago because they’re too 
heavy to be stolen.  Cosmo Bua:  No copy of the tree ordinance update available to the public.  The 
Work Document Draft mentions 2 changes to the tree ordinance.  Believes there were 3:  Butterfly 
Zone trees,  12” vs. 9”.  and Trees and Development.   Would like the Work Document to include more 
detail on these.  Grate:  New application process addressed the issue of trees in the Butterfly Zone, so 
that eliminated the need for one of the proposed code changes.

B.  Tree Ordinance Update (25:06)
Reference:  Jean Anton
Tree ordinance is still waiting to be placed on the council agenda.  O’Halloran:  City clerks have 
received the changes and will forward them to the council.

Public Comment:  

C.  Coastal Access ramp at Lovers Point (18:29)
Reference:  Daniel Gho
Shared more complete conceptual plans.  No civil engineering has been done yet.  11 parking spaces 
will be removed.  7 new spaces will be created.  Will evaluate whether another 4 can be created.
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Public Comment: Sally Moore - EDC would like to see the plan.   Gho:  Presented the plan to the 
B.I.D.  Believes the city will be getting the $20,000 grant and will be proceeding with the engineering, 
but has not seen an agreement yet.

Commission:  Anton - has been part of the dialog regarding naming the small park that would be 
created.  Julia Platt Park has been suggested.  Gho:  Project involves some expensive infrastructure 
changes, as well as a significant need for storm water mitigation.  Grate - goal of directing visitors 
from the rec trail to downtown is a good one.   Gho:  That, and increased coastal access are reasons it’s 
a good project.

7. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS (25:48) Grate - According to the most reliable source, there about 
~7,000 Monarchs in the sanctuary.  A great many are on the Daisy Trees.  Hundreds of visitors.  
Appreciates the very usable path Public Works created several years ago.  People do like the rope.   The 
deer are leaving the Daisy Trees alone.  

Statement to be read into the record:  

Ownership  The Sanctuary does NOT belong to the PG Museum Foundation as a recent news article 
stated.  It belongs to the citizens of Pacific Grove, and the City, not the Museum, has open liability and 
manages it.  The Museum Foundation is in charge of education.

Milkweed  Our Sanctuary is the four month long overwintering site for the ADULT stage of the life 
cycle which needs moisture and nectar.  Milkweed is the food for the LARVA stage because the female 
monarch lays her eggs only on milkweed.  The month long stages start when the female leaves Pacific 
Grove on the way to the summer sites in the Sierras and Rockies.

Monarchs are endangered by two things:  Loss of habitat during the overwintering sites and herbicide 
destruction of milkweed in the spring and summer sites.

New York Times on 11/18/2014:  For the Monarch Butterfly, a Long Road Back

Akeman - George Washington Park Management Plan is still missing.  Library does have a Feb. 1990 
document “Concept Plan for the Management of Washington Park”.   Focuses on preserving the Monarch 
habitat in Washington Park.  In 2006 or 2007, made a few copies of a few pages of the contents of a box at 
City Hall from a July 1990 final draft of the Master Plan for George Washington Park.  Personal notes 
indicate that the final plan was adopted in either 1999 or 2000.  Notes indicate that the city council was 
presented the final plan in July 1999.  The council took some action in 1999 and adopted a final version in 
September, 2000.  The library does not have that final version.  Has not seen it anywhere.  Was told by city 
arborist, Richard Katen, that he (Katen) had assembled the final plan and both Public Works and the 
Planning Department had copies.  Sally Moore also put together a version and gave it to the library.  That 
copy could not be found after two visits and searches by four librarians.  

Willing to go through the boxes again and try to assimilate the plan if the commission thinks it worthwhile 
to do so.

8. STAFF REPORTS (36:09)  Gho - The stacked logs in George Washington Park that Sally Moore inquired 
about have been cleaned up.  Beginning in November, Jessica Kahn, Environmental Programs Manager, 
will be the commission’s staff liaison.  

9. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA (37:49) Anton - Museum video of Monarch tagging project, update from 
council liaison, Casey Lucius, on PG in Bloom, status of changes to the tree ordinance.

Public Comment:  Cosmo Bua - would like the commission to re-agendize Heritage Trees, and 
moratorium on tree removal when properties are acquired by new owners.

Anton - noted that city web site lists the BNRC meetings as being on the 4th Tuesday of each month.

10. ADJOURNMENT: (41:25)  Grate - move to adjourn.  Approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 
4:38PM

(Note:  numbers in parentheses to the right of agenda items indicate times each item occurs on the meeting audio 
file.)

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Flaig, Secretary
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